
Lockdown 
Walking through the village and up to Horncliffe Mains
I felt so lucky to live where we do and to have the 
good fortune to be able to walk from my doorstep into 
such beautiful countryside. I think that daily walk has 
kept us (semi!) sane during lockdown and meeting 
many of you for (distant, I promise....!) chats has been
a lifeline. I feel very grateful to have four walls and a 
husband to talk to.....but sometimes a girl needs 
more!  I was struck by how similar the countryside 
looked to this time last year. There was a sense of 
Spring in the air, fields turning green, Horncliffe in 
Bloom bulbs in the village pushing their way up 
through the black earth. Just like last year. But so 
different. 

I was reminded of a line from a poem by W. B Yeats 
I studied at school : Easter Rising, May 1916. The 
poem is about a very different event of course, only 
similar in that is describes something which 
profoundly changed peoples’ lives. I never forgot this 
line :  ‘Transformed utterly, a terrible beauty is born’.

Because of course we are all changed to a greater or 
lesser extent by Covid. At best, lives have been put on
hold and people isolated, each day the same as the 
last, a trip to Tesco the week’s highlight; at worst, lives
have been scarred or lost and I think the younger 
generation in particular have suffered. So much of 
what has happened has been ‘terrible’ and is bound to
have long reaching effects.   And yet Yeats also refers 
to a ‘beauty’ being born and often it is through the bad
times that we learn to appreciate the good and to do 
things differently from before. Hopefully there is cause
for optimism too, hopefully some good, some ‘beauty’ 
will come out of this ‘terrible’ year. I hope our young 
people are given the chances they need in life. And I  
know I will never again take the small things for 
granted : a hug with a grandchild, a laugh with a 
friend, seeing family somewhere warm INSIDE, a trip 
to the Maltings, a HAIRCUT!!!.....The list is endless 
and I for one can’t wait for my second vaccine ( even 
if I have to go to Brighton to get it....) and a bit of 
normality....even if it is the ‘new normal’.
   Gwyneth Radcliffe

Kath Ambrose
Very many thanks to everyone for their donations to 
the MacMillan Fund in memory of Kath.
   Graham and Rory Ambrose

Horncliffe Buying Group
The next deadline is Thursday 15th April for your oil 
fuel order.  Please call 01289 382683, no later than 
that date, between 10am and 8pm.  Further dates are:
15th July and 14th October.
  June Hope

Horncliffe Parish Council
The County Elections on May 6th will include one for 
the Parish Council if there are enough nominations.  
The deadline for submission of nominations is 
April 8th so please act now if you want to stand. 
Details are available on the internet at 
https://northumberlandparishes.uk/horncliffe
/article/local-council-elections-may-2021-4 
(all one line, as usual).
If you want to be nominated and cannot use the 
internet, contact me on 01289 382659.  
The first meeting of the 'new' Parish Council will 
be on May 11th and will be in the Memorial Hall, Covid
permitting, otherwise via Zoom as before.
   John Hamilton 

Defibrillator
A volunteer is needed to act as backup to check on 
the defibrillator in the old phone box in the Square.  
If you can help, please contact me on 01289 382577.
   Graham Ambrose

Church News
Information on services at Norham Church is available
on www.norhamlife.co.uk or by contacting the 
Rev. Rob Kelsey on 01289 382325 .

Mobile Library
No timetable is available at the moment.

April   2021

Useful websites
Parish Council

www.northumberlandparishes.uk/horncliffe
Memorial Hall

www.horncliffememorialhall.org.uk
Friends of the Union Chain Bridge
www.unionbridgefriends.com

Next Newsletter is July, deadline 26th June 
e-mail: newsletter@horncliffe.org.uk 

Telephone: 01289 382659

https://northumberlandparishes.uk/horncliffe/article/local-council-elections-may-2021-4
https://northumberlandparishes.uk/horncliffe/article/local-council-elections-may-2021-4
http://www.norham.co.uk/


Memorial Hall
All events are cancelled because of Covid regulations.
However, our clubs do still exist with their contact 
numbers and they will start again.

Dancing
Brian on 01890 751381

Berwick & District Sugar Craft Club
Mo on 01289 382935

Horncliffe Arts Society
Jacquot Dansie on 01289 382409

Sue Worth on sueworth@gmail.com
Berwick Quilters

Caroline Morrell on 07801 903196
Yoga with Evanna

www.yogawithevanna.org
Mo on 01289 382935

Evanna on 07854 092743
Horncliffe Indoor Bowling Club

Eileen on 01289 382163
Table Tennis

John Stone on 01289 382094
Coffee Mornings
and
To Hire the Memorial Hall

Mo on 01289 382935

Fundraising results
Cake sales in January and February raised a fantastic
£603.91. Horncliffe in Bloom have also very kindly 
shared the proceeds of the lunches, raising a total of 
£151.00 for the Hall in January and February.  Thank 
you so much to everyone who has supported us – we 
really do appreciate your love of cake.

 

The Fishers Arms
Also subject to Covid regulations
Contact Dave on 01289 382227
Take away meals on Wednesday (fish & chips), 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Horncliffe Hookers for conversation and crafts every 
Wednesday 1-3pm but not at the moment.

So far …
The Union Chain Bridge has been disappearing all 
winter and thank you to Spencers for leafleting us all 
with plans and progress.  Some lovely photos have 
also been taken by people on their walks. The Friends
of the Union Chain Bridge do a newsetter and would 
welcome your pictures for their archive. 

Books in the Porch raised overall £307.49 with 
donations to both Horncliffe in Bloom and the 
MacMillan Fund. Tabitha says “Many thanks to all who
have supported the books over the last five months.” 
   Barbara Hamilton

Northumbria in Bloom
Horncliffe in Bloom have now received information 
regarding how Bloom will be judged this year.
Spring Judging will take place early May, this will be 
carried out by a “virtual photographic process”.   
Entrants need to submit a maximum of eight photos 
which they feel provide evidence which matches the 
judging criteria in the three categories listed below.
Each entry must also submit up to four A4 size pages 
of written information to support the photographs.  
Additional information regarding fund raising activities 
can also be submitted.
The criteria for the categories are:
Horticulture – standard of planting, selection of 
plants and maintenance of planting.
Environment – references to the areas’ heritage and 
traditions, maximisation of the natural environment 
e.g., bird boxes, bug hotels and use of wildlife friendly 
plants/shrubs and the standard of “open spaces” like 
grassed areas.
Community – Evidence of year-round activities i.e., 
work done on borders/beds etc., level of community 
involvement and fund-raising activities.
This information must be submitted by 1st May.
Summer judging will take place in July and will be a 
personal visit from a judge.
Anyone who fancies giving us a hand in any of our 
activities to make the village more attractive and more
wildlife friendly will be warmly welcomed.
   Kathryn Stones

Memorial Hall - planned events

Mammoth Cake Sale 
last weekend of each month, Saturday & Sunday 
10am-4pm at Hall entrance doors.

Shop
the shop in the Veg Shed, Tofts Lane (the building 
next to the Hall car park)  is open once more for jams, 
chutneys etc. All donations to Memorial Hall funds.

Easter Egg Hunt
Easter Sunday 4th April: the Committee will hide 
20-30 Easter eggs round the village as a free and fun 
thank you to everyone for their continued support.  
Good Luck Everyone.

Plant Sale
Saturday 29th May 10am-4pm. If this cannot be held at
the Hall, then plants will be advertised for sale to be 
collected or delivered.

Open Gardens
Saturday 26th and/or Sunday 27th June, more details to
follow. If you are willing to open your garden please 
contact Eileen on 382163 or Mo on 07855 028862.

Summer/Autumn Fair 
at the end of August/beginning of September, 
organised by the Committee together with the Veg 
Shed, Horncliffe in Bloom and the Hookers.  
Date and full details to follow.

The above events will only take place if Covid 
restrictions in force at the time allow, with updates 
posted on  www.horncliffememorialhall.org.uk , 
the village Facebook page, notice board and window. 
Events will not be advertised in the wider local area. 
We do have more event ideas but these will depend 
on the lifting of restrictions.  A date for the AGM will be
arranged as soon as indoor gatherings are permitted.
   Eileen Clark

http://www.horncliffememorialhall.org.uk/
http://www.yogawithevanna.org/
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